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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and rend, notifying assent to the
undermentioned Bills.-

1,
2,

Constitution Acts Amendment.
Geraldton Sailors and Soldiers' Memo-

rial Institute Lands Vesting.

BILLS (3)-rIRST READING.

1, State Transport Co-ordination.

2, Public Works Act Amendment.

3, Government Railways Act Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

BILLS (2)-ASSEMdBLY'S MESSAGES.

Miessages. from the Assembly received and
read. notifying that it had agreed to the
Council's amlendments to the fo~owing
Bjll :-

1, Land.

2, Mline Workers' Relief Act Amendment.

OBITUARY-HON. J. EWING, X..

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (11on. 3. M.
Drew-Central) [4.42)]: It is with sincere
sorrow that I approach the task which lies
before me to-day. The duty which devolves
upon me is rendered necessary by the death
of 'Mr. John Ewing, who had been a mem-
ber of this House for 17 ~' va and who
had also been a M1inister of the Crown and
a Leader of the Legislative Council. Mr.
Ewingy had a lengthy and varied Parliament-
ary career. In 1901 he entered the Legisla-
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tive Assembly as member for the South-
W~est Mining District. lie was not a n-
her of the next Parliament, but in 1905 he
was returned as member for Collie, serving
three years. In ],916 hie entered the Legis-
lative Council as representative of the
South-West Province, lie was elected
Chairman of Committe*s in 1920, ho!ding
the office until June, 1923, when he was ap-
pointed Minister for Education, the North-
West, and Justice in the Mitchell Ministry,
filling those positions until April, 1.924, when
the Government resigned. He remained a
member of the Legislative Council uip to the
time of his death. The late Mr. Ewinu's
public career was characterised by all tie

line attributes that adorned his private life.
His was a. most lovable personality.
His kindly, gentle manner and his unfailing
courtesy wvon him the esteemi and friendship
of those who had opportunities of gaining
an insight into his character. I do not think
he could have had a single enemy. The
late Mr. Eiwing was an honourahle mian. No
one ever doubted the high-minded motives
by which his actions were inspired. Through-
out his political career, his conduct wals
guided by a desiire to he fair; and even in
the heat of debate a bitter word never
escaped his lips. As Chairman of Corn-
mittees, as Minister of the Crown, and as
Leader of this House, lie commanded respect
by his good qualities and the scrupulous dis-
charge of his responsibilities. Both in his
private and his public life he set an edifying
example. It was decreed that he should have
a long, period of illness, but he bore his suf-
ferings, with fortitude and -resignation. We
deeply regret his passing, and our hearts go
out to the bereaved. I move--

That this Hotm,- desire, to place on record
its sicere appreciation of the public 4services
rendered to the State by te late Hon. Jolm
Ewing, a member for the South-West Province,
and to express its deepest sympathy with his
widow and family in the irreparable loss
which they have sustained by his decease, and
that the President be requested to forward
the foregoing resolution to 'Mr, Ewing's
widow.

HON. V. HAMEUSLEY (East) [4.46]:
1 desire to add my praise of the work the
Hon. John Ewing did during the period he
was in Parliament. We all appreciated his
buoyant nature and manner, for he was
always optimistic, seeing the bright side of
every question. It is that characteristic

223.0



[COUNCIL.]

which helps so many of us along through
the various ups aind downs we experience
during life. He served his electorate as a
member of the Legisative Assembly faith-
fully and well. He was very closely asso-
ciated with the early days of the Collie
coalfield, and he played an important part
in the opening tip of that field; right up to
the last he maintained his close contact with
that phase. of the public affairs of the count-
try. I arr sure we all join in the -regret ex-
pres4sed by the Chief Secretary at our loss,'
and in sincere sympathy with the widow
and family of the late Hon. John Ewing.

THE PRESIDENT (lHon. Sir John
IKirwan-Soutli) [4.47]: Before asking
members to carry the motion in the usual
way, I wish sincerely to endorse all that
has been said regarding the late Hon. John
Ewing, and especially those remarks con-
icerning his very lovable personal character-
istics. He was one of three brothers who
established what, I think, is a unique record
in A ustralian pi1 arliamlentaI'yv history. Threy.%

were the sons of a clergyman' at Woollon-
gong, New South Wale;, and they must
have been inspired by a. very high sense of
public ditty and public service. Two of
them wvere surveyors, and the third a law-
yer; all busy, professional men, yet they
found time to take part in parliamentary
work. One of themn, the Hon. Sir Thomas
Ewing, with whom I was associated in the
Federal Parliament, was for 16 years :a
member of the Legislative Assembly of New
South Wales. Immediately on the estab-
lishment of the Commonwealth he was re-
turned as member for Richmond in tho
House of Representatives, and he held that
seat until his death, 19 years later. During
the .35 years that Sir Thomas Ewing was
in the State and Federal Parliaments, he
filled many important posts, and for three
Years Was a Commonwealth Illinister of the
Crown. The second brother, the Hlon. Nor-
man Ewing, was for three years a member
of the Legislative Assembly of Western
Australia. When the Commonwealth was
formed lie was elected to the Senate as one
of the six senators from this State to thre
first Commonwealth Parliament. He re-
signed from the Senate a cuple of years
later and took up his residence in Tasmania,
where he aerved as a member of the House
of Assembly for six years. Then he was

raisedi to the Tasmanian Supreme -Court
benchi as a puisne Judlge, and for a time he
acted as Administrator of Tasmania, As
has been said, the third brother, our late
fellow member of this House, whose death
we till so deeply deplore, begin i;Rs parlia-
mientary career as a member of the Legisla-
tive Assembly of W"estern Australia and
served six years in that Chamber. For the
past 17 years he was a mactuber of this
House, of which, as the Chief Secretary has
said, he was for- a time Chairman of Coni-
mn1ittoes and, latter- , ministerial Leader. The
three brothers served in the aggregate 63
years in Australian Parliaments and liad
disting-uished careers in seven separ-ate
Chambers of four different Australian Par-
liaments. All three brothers were men of
much ability and highly esteemed, and their
record of public usefulness is one of which
the Ewing family have good reason to be
proud.

Question put and passed, members
standing.

ADJOURNMENT, SPEC1IL

THE CHI~r SEOMJTARY [Hon. J. AT.
Drew-Central) [4.52]1: Out of respect to
the memory of the deceased gentleman,
move-

That tile House do aow adjourn.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.53 p.m.


